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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the impact of creative teaching on the development of critical
thinking among Geography students at the Faculty of Education, University of Gharyan,
during the academic year 2024-2025.

The research problem was driven by the main question: To what extent does creative teaching
contribute to the development of students' critical thinking? This central question was further
divided into inquiries regarding the actual implementation of creative teaching strategies, the
level of critical thinking, and the relationship between the two.

The study adopted a field research methodology, utilizing a questionnaire designed to
measure creative teaching strategies and a test to assess critical thinking, which included all
students in the department. Additionally, interviews were conducted with some faculty
members. The results indicated that the learning environment supports creativity to a good
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extent, particularly in terms of free discussion and expression of opinions. However, the use

of modern strategies, such as brainstorming and applied projects, remains limited.
Furthermore, a positive correlation was found between creative teaching and critical thinking,
confirming the role of creative teaching in enhancing students' critical thinking skills.

In conclusion, the study recommends strengthening the use of creative teaching strategies,

employing educational technology more effectively, and training faculty members to develop
students’ critical thinking skills.
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