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Study Abstract

This study aimed to explore the impact of smartphone use on the parental role in the
socialization of early primary school children, in light of the rapid changes in family
communication patterns caused by the widespread use of digital technology. The study was
guided by the central research question: What is the impact of smartphone use on the role of
parents in the socialization of early-grade children?

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical methodology, and a research instrument was
developed to measure the relationship between smartphone use—by both parents and
children—and the effectiveness of the family’s role in the socialization process. The
instrument’s validity was verified through expert review and a pilot study, and its reliability
was confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient.

Findings from previous literature indicated that excessive smartphone use weakens emotional
interaction between parents and children, reduces parental supervision and guidance, and
increases social isolation among children. The field study results confirmed a statistically
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significant negative impact of smartphone use on the parental role in both educational and

social domains, especially during early childhood.
The study recommends raising family awareness about the risks of excessive smartphone use,
promoting real-life communication patterns, and guiding educational policies toward

supporting the family’s role in child socialization within the context of the digital age.
Keywords: Smartphones, Socialization, Parental Role.
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