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Abstract:

This research explores the problematic of representations of the human body—in its multiple
dimensions—within life, memory, and text. It seeks to present the aesthetics of narrative that
emerge through the transformations of bodily images, whether those images are tangible and
physical, or psychological and social in nature.

The body appears in the text as an active and dynamic symbolic entity that operates both
within and beyond the narrative itself.

From this standpoint, the idea emerged to examine the representations of the body through
selected scenes from a novel that | perceive as vibrant and full of life. These scenes take the
reader on a journey of harmony between matter and spirit, while portraying the features of
human existence under the power of gender—which refers to the roles and attributes society
assigns to men and women. In the novel, this is manifested through the dominance of
masculinity and the marginalization of the female role. Consequently, certain aspects of the
body become detached from their unified whole, appearing instead as reproductive and
marital relationships imposed by society and life itself—suggesting separation and the
dominance of a repressive culture over women in a context governed by multiple forms of
authority.

A study of such depth and scope necessitates raising the following questions:

- How is the body represented and employed in the novel?

- Is it an object acted upon, or an active subject?

- Does it narrate, or is it narrated?

- How does the body—as a site and source of power—contribute to shaping the narrative
language and social structures within the novel?

To address these questions, the study proposes the following hypothesis:

The body in the novel emerges as an instrument of protest against patriarchal, social, and
political authority. Through symbolic space, the body is rewritten according to social and
political power structures and cultural norms.

The semiotic approach is deemed most suitable for analyzing the symbolism of the body in
the novel. Additionally, the study draws on cultural criticism to examine how feminist
narrative writing intersects with social, political, and cultural authority. The research also
employs the actantial model, focusing on three structural dimensions: the reproductive
structure, the bourgeois structure, and the creative structure—each of which manifests in the
novel through themes of generation, utility, and creativity, all tied to human existence.
Keywords: Transformations of the body — Body parts — Reproduction and imitation —
Symbolism — Power of the body.
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